


There were a total of 6,750 claims where the 
injury occurred from 1975 through 2000, of 

which 2,613 claims were for death or 
permanent brain damage (39%). 

The proportion of total claims for death or 
brain damage was 56% in 1975 and decreased 
approximately 1% per year (OR, 0.95 per year) 

through the year 2000, when death or brain 
damage represented 27% of total claims .
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Lorem Ipsum Dolor

Anyone still awake?



WHY GOOD PRESENTATION 
MATTERS



Florence Nightingale 
“Lady of the lamp”



Lorem Ipsum Dolor

Crimean war 
1853-56



Father of medical statistics

WILLIAM FARR, COMPILER OF ABSTRACTS IN THE 
GENERAL REGISTRY OFFICE



Lorem Ipsum Dolor

British Army’s Average Strength and 
Mortality



Preventable disease

Diagram of the causes of Mortality  
in the Army of the East
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“ DID POWERPOINT CRASH THE SPACE SHUTTLE ? ”



❖ General rules of cognition

❖ Presenting alphanumeric information

❖ Presenting numerical data

MAKING BETTER PRESENTATIONS



❖ Humans can only accept 7 bits of information at once

❖ 8 bits, and we reject them all

❖ 3 is “holy”

We can all remember 3 points

RULES OF COGNITION

“Less is More”



Message Retention after 3 Days

10%

Bullet 
Points

50%

Visual 
slides

So, when possible, use Visuals



Use of Words
❖ Don’t use too many words

❖ One sentence of no more then 5-10 words

❖ 7 X 7 rule

❖ We can listen or we can read……but not both!

❖ Build one point at a time

❖ Prevents audience from reading ahead

❖ Always prefer visual aids to words



Use of data

❖ It is easy to show most complex tables…….

……but it is almost never a wise move

❖ Tables are death to a presentation

Better to summarise the key points with graphics



The Lancet, 360 (October 12, 2002), 1131-1135

"Long-term survival rates of cancer patients achieved by the end of the 20th century: a 
period analysis,"



Napoleon’s Invasion of Russia
Places Soldiers Temperature Date
Niemen River 422,000 18 June 1812

Wilna 400,000
Smorgoni 350,000

Moloderno 330,000
Glouboke 240,000
Polotzk 210,000
Wilebsk 175,000

Smolensk 145,000
Dorogobouge 133,000

Chjat 127,000
Moskowa River 100,000

Mojaisk 100,000
Moscow 100,000 0 September 1812
Tarantino 100,000 0 24 October 1812

Malo-jarosewli 96,000 0
Wizma 87,000 -5

Dorogobouge 48,000 -9 9 November 1812
Smolensk 29,000 -21 14 November 1812

Orscha 24,000 --17
Botr 50,000 -11 28 November 1812

Stuilienska 50,000 -20
Berezina River 26,000 -20

Minsk 22,000 -24 1 December 1812

Moloderno 12,000 -30 6 December 1812

Smorgoni 12,000 -26

Wilna 8,000 -26 7 December 1812

Niemen River 10,000 1813



Losses of the French Army in the 
Russian Campaign 1812-1813  
by Charles Minard (1869)

Lorem Ipsum Dolor

“The best statistical graph ever” 

drawn”
Geography

Time
Temperature

Course and Direction of army’s 
movement

Number of troops

1 mm=10,000 men

Losses of the French Army in the Russian Campaign 1812-1813  

by Charles Minard (1869)
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 Damaging Events Associated with Death and Permanent Brain Damage, 1986–2000  
(n = 1,411)



USEFUL TIPS
❖ 1-2 slides per minute

❖ Use 1 idea per slide

❖ Avoid clutter!

❖ Logos, small print, multiple charts or graphs

❖ No unnecessary animation



How not to present........





AWFUL SLIDE 



AWFUL SLIDE 



AWFUL SLIDE 



AWFUL SLIDE 



MAKE IT FUN, NOT PAINFUL

“We can give you enough medication to alleviate the pain but not enough to make it fun.”



Conclusion

❖ Presentations ≠ deep sedation
❖ Use words sparingly

❖ Build, Build, Build

❖ The media should enhance the presentation, not be 
the presentation 

❖ Don’t read - most of us are literate
❖ Graphic representation of data
❖ Keep it clean and simple

“Less is More”





Download :
http://www.jvsmedicscorner.com

???

(Mallory/Everest2013)

http://www.jvsmedicscorner.com


Thanks for listening
This is outrageous! 
The government is 
listening to our 
conversations!


